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October Link Editorial 

Dear friends, 
I will the the first to admit that the last month was one of mixed 
emo ons for me. Whilst things restar ng of my youth clubs was exci ng, 
having not seen the young people for 18 months, seeing how they’ve, 
for the most part, coped really well with the changes and how they have 
grown. It’s been good for me to have a bit of structure in my week again. 

The bad, needless to say was the lose of this magazine’s editor and my 
Great Uncle John Binnie. John was someone who’s door was always 
open, if you could get past the cats, and we would chat about whatever 
the ma ers of the day were, or memories of yesteryear. 

I would always talk to him before every Sunday service, not just for the 
banter but also to get something sweet, whether it was a pan drop, a 
fudge or some of his homemade tablet, even though he never ate any of 
it himself. 

John was someone who would always encourage you to do the best that 
you can be, whether it be with the young people at the Friday club, 
helping them to do their cra s. One memory that will always s ck out 
for me was when I was ordained an elder, whilst Knowing Me was being 
played, he pushed me out of the pew and into the aisle just  a wee bit 
early. 

On behalf of the family I’d like to thank all the well flowers and cards. 

I hope that you all stay safe and that the coming months are peaceful 
and filled with friends and family. 

Your Buddy 

Callum Rhind

Mechanic: “I couldn’t repair your brakes, 
so I made your horn louder” 

Bessie’s Thoughts 
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Locum’s Message 

It is now a year since I started leading the Sunday 
Services at Bathgate High, would you believe it. 

It has certainly been a year of challenges with services in 
person until just before Christmas 2020, then into 
Lockdown, where our services continued on-line until 
Easter Sunday. 

Unfortunately because of problems with the church ceiling 
we met in the hall until the start of September when we 
returned to the church. 

What has struck me about you folks is your commitment 
in your giving of your time, talents and her possessions. 
Also your patience through this time of challenge where 
you have supported our weekly worship be it in person or 
on line. 

Sadly during the Pandemic I have not had the opportunity 
to visit and get to know as many of you folks as I would 
have liked.   

Maybe as the restrictions are lifted and we have more 
confidence to get out and about we can catch up on the 
pastoral visits that I enjoy so much. 

Here we are entering November with Remembrance 
Sunday on the 14th November and the First Sunday in 
Advent on the 28th of November, the start of the Christian 
Year. 

If you haven’t been able to get back to our Sunday 
services I hope and pray you will manage to soon, your 
presence, support and encouragement is greatly missed. 

I have been trying to keep the services to under the hour 
as I know how uncomfortable it is sitting with your 
facemask on for much longer than that. 
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I feel however it is important that the word of God is 
shared Sunday by Sunday with the Sunday School as well 
as the rest of us through both word and praise. 

Times are hard for us as Christians just now in this 
country, if you are not finding this intolerance by others in 
the community you may want to evaluate the strength of 
your Christian witness. 

We are asked to be lights that shine in the darkness, be 
the salt to add flavour and importantly stop decay in the 
communities we live. 

It is so easy to slip into the world’s ways without 
sometimes realising you are on the slippery slope. 

The world’s ways are not God’s way and we are asked to 
be different by the way we live following in the footsteps 
of Jesus being his hands, feet and mouth, so that folks 
can see by the way we live we are Christians 

Following Jesus, who died that we might have 
reconciliation with our Heavenly Father comes at a cost 
but the rewards of peace with God in this life and the life 
to come outweighs anything this world can give. 

‘Trust and obey, there’s no their way to be happy with 
Jesus, but to trust and obey’ 

God bless 

David Wilkie (Locum) 
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Worship Matters 

We are now settled back in the sanctuary, following the 
‘all clear’ for the building. We are well served by David 
Wilkie, our Locum, and the service continues to be 
streamed live on Facebook and the video posted on the 
church website. At present, there is little traffic on 
Facebook during our service, so please feel free to post a 
comment, which is then visible to other watchers to build 
up the sense of community and fellowship. Our numbers 
in church are steady at around 50, but it is not always the 
same 50. If everybody decided to come on the same 
Sunday, we would be getting closer to where our 
attendance was before Covid. While Covid restrictions 
have relaxed significantly, we have continued with a 1m 
distancing zone and a 2m zone so that everyone can sit 
where they feel comfortable and safe. While masks are 
still mandatory, even when singing, we are likely to be 
moving to standing for praise items in the near future. 

While most church organisations are now getting back 
running, one of these closely linked with worship is the 
choir. The choir has resumed practising on a Monday 
evening, and we are looking at how we can bring them 
back in to help leading worship when they are 
comfortable doing so. We all look forward to the choir 
becoming part of our services and would give a huge vote 
of thanks to the individuals from the choir who have led 
singing over the past few months. 

We are also looking to the planning of future services. 
Remembrance Sunday falls on 14th November this year. 
We are also discussing our Christmas programme. This is 
still in draft form at the moment, but it looks like we will 
be aiming for – 

12th December – Led by the Sunday school and possibly 
youth organisations 

19th December – Led by the Choir 

24th December (Friday) – Christingle service 
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We are also in the process of looking at a pair of joint 
services with St John’s over the Christmas period, using 
the pattern we used in 2019. 

Building matters 

We are now in the position of knowing our buildings in 
some detail. Thankfully, some of the very expensive 
repairs that we were worried about have not proved to be 
necessary, and we have commissioned some roof work to 
make sure that the building remains wind and water tight. 
This should be taking place over the next few weeks and 
you may notice scaffolding as part of this planned 
programme. 

Vacancy matters 

We are now at the sharp end of decision making with the 
wishes we need to express to the Presbytery planning 
group. This needs to happen by the end of October, so 
that it can be considered at the November Presbytery 
meeting. The Bathgate Churches discussion group 
continues to meet, with a focus on how we can work 
positively together.  

The Session has a single item agenda meeting in a couple 
of weeks to consider the issue and will be taking account 
of the views expressed by the congregation in the recent 
survey. 

We are responding to a proposal from the Presbytery 
Planning Group that Bathgate High and St John’ 
should enter into a linkage, with the view to 
preparing for a union in the near future.
At the same time, the High, St John’s and Boghall 
should look at operating as a Parish Grouping, with 
an agreement as to how we all work together to 
support mission across our combined parishes. 
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Many thanks to all who responded to the survey issued 
with the last Link. As the warning in the information sheet 
said, things move fast, so the exact proposal from the 
Presbytery Planning Group did not feature as such. 

Around 400 surveys were issued, and a total of 84 were 
returned. The results are shown below – 

A summary of the main points from the survey is – 

Survey summary 
A summary of the main points from the survey is – 
Survey summary 
• In answer to the first two questions, the responses to 
a linkage with St Johns and to a union with St John’s with 
a Linkage with Boghall were both positive, with a greater 
strength of feeling for than against. There was a higher 
positive response to the union with St John’s than linkage. 
12% of those responding said they would take no part in 
a linkage which could be a significant drop in roll if this 
pattern was replicated across the whole membership. 
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• In answer to any question that leaves the High as 
the worship centre, there is a strong positive response. 
This is not really surprising.  
• The responses to a union involving either Boghall or 
St Johns as the worship centre were significantly 
negative. In the case of St John’s as the worship centre, 
around 25% of High Church recipients responded that 
they would take no part following union. This could, 
again, suggest a significant potential drop in roll.  
• In answer to the two questions regarding repurposed 
buildings, the response was generally neutral, though up 
to 15% said they would take no part.  

So, the responses to the survey suggest – 

 The level of interest was not encouraging. 80% of 
our members did not respond to the survey. 

 The greatest sense of feeling seemed to be towards 
which worship centre was to be used. This is a difficult 
issue in that if a union were the way forward, the choice 
of worship centre may not be made until after the 
decision to unite. It also raises the question as to whether 
our energy and efforts are being put into our mission for 
Bathgate or into simply trying to hold on to the buildings 
we have connections with. It should also be noted that 
even if the High Church buildings were used following a 
union, this would be by an entirely new charge, with a 
new name. It would not simply bean extension of the 
existing High Church with other joining us. 

 There were fairly strong negative feelings expressed 
by respondents regarding St John’s as the worship centre. 
Comments suggested that some of these feelings were 
about the building, but others not. 

 Boghall Church was not seen as a practicable solution 
for a united congregation due to its size, distance from 
town and public transport issues. 

 There was little enthusiasm for using a repurposed 
building in a more central location 
It seems inevitable that we will lose members whichever 
route we follow 
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The survey confirmed some things that were to be 
expected. There was a degree of support, though for 
either a linkage or a union. Some degree of working 
together between the High and St John’s in the future is 
inevitable. The task for the Session will be to weigh up 
the process of union and that of linkage to try to decide 
which is the better way forward to support our mission to 
the town in the short term.

Dark Cupboards

I have planted my bulbs in their bright coloured bowls, 
And I’ve put them away in the gloom 

of a little dark cupboard; it’s hard to believe 
That they’ll live in the darkness, and bloom 
In a glory of purple, of white and of pink, 

From those small thread-like roots in the mould, 
I shall watch the great miracle under my eyes 

as the close-clustered petals unfold. 
There are dark little cupboards in everyone’s life 

Where we hide all our secrets away – 
Griefs, grudges and fears and frustrated desires 

Thrust aside from the light of the day. 
Could we open our cupboards and bring them all out 

Of the darkness – perhaps we should find 
The green tips of friendship – fresh flowers of new hope 

Growing out of the depths of the mind 

From Patience Strong’s “The magic of memories.” 

Parade for Remembrance Service

Local newspapers advertising church services don’t 
always get it quite right. Such as the local paper 

advertising a Remembrance Day service,  
who should have printed:   

There will be a parade of uniformed organisations. 

Instead, they printed:   
There will be a parade of uniformed organists. 
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CLEANING TEAMS 

I’m sure we are all glad that we are no longer 
worshipping in the Large Hall but back to having our 
Sunday morning service in the Sanctuary. 

While the social distancing has been relaxed to 1 metre 
we have still retained the option of sitting with the 2 
metre distancing in certain areas of the church. 

Our sanitising cleaning procedures are still in place and 
we are now looking to restart our cleaning teams. 

With this in mind I am inviting members to contact me, if 
they are willing to participate as a member of the 
cleaning teams, so that I can organise a cleaning rota. 

It is hoped that we can have enough volunteers to help so 
that it would only be for one morning every 4 week 
period. 

Please speak to me, or telephone me, if you require more 
details and are interested in being involved. 

Jean Logie 

Birthday Flowers 

Whether your birthday season comes 
with autumn’s rich chrysanthemums, 

or with the winter’s frosty air 
when blooms are scarce and flowers are rare, 

or if your introduction here 
was in the springtime of the year, 
your favourites are those, I’d say, 
which greet you on your natal day, 

saying, many happy hours, 
in the language of flowers. 

Patience Strong 



11 

COFFEE MORNING UPDATE 

We had hoped to restart our regular monthly Coffee 
Mornings but unfortunately information from the General 
Trustee advised us that Home Baking should only be 
accepted from bakers that have undertaken the REHIS 
Introduction to Food Hygiene course. 

Since only very few of our regular ‘home bakers’ have 
been certified we have had to have a rethink as to how to 
we can still meet together over a tea or coffee and share 
fellowship with each other. 

What the General Trustees stated would be acceptable 
was to serve wrapped biscuits or commercially purchased 
wrapped baking. 

It was discussed and agreed that the use of wrapped 
biscuits, in the short term, would be the best way forward 
and we will have our next Saturday Morning event, as a 
TEA/ COFFEE, BISCUIT and a CHAT event. 

It is hoped that we can get back to proper coffee 
mornings in the near future, but to facilitate these it will 
require home bakers to participate in REHIS Introduction 
to Food Hygiene course.  

We are investigating the possibility of this course being 
conducted within the church and details will be advised 
and these will be communicated to our home bakers and 
hopefully they will be willing to participate in it and get 
back to our normal coffee mornings with home backing. 

If our usual home bakers could speak with me I will 
explain what will be involved and when an appropriate 
date and time for this course to take place. 

Jean Logie 
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THRIFT SHOP 

We were really delighted with the amount (£2736) we 
raised at our previous Thrift Shop in August, and were 
concerned that this latest one would be much less 
successful as it was following on relatively quickly. 

However I am pleased to report that this latest Thrift 
Shop raised the tremendous total of £3035, far 
exceeding our hopes and expectations. 

This is due to the many individuals that have supplied 
goods for us to stock our shop and the regular willing 
members, non-members and new friends that have set up 
and served our many customers over the past week. 

While our lunch menu and teas / coffees was restricted 
we were still able to supply freshly made pancakes, from 
our in-house baker, or the option of a selection of 
wrapped biscuits and we are grateful to all kitchen and 
serving staff for serving and sanitising tables etc. 

While this is a significant commitment over the week the 
fellowship, fun and camaraderie by the regular team of 
helpers is a blessing and I am grateful that everyone 
participates so willingly. 

Jean Logie 
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The following tribute to John Binnie was made by Ian 
McLean at the September Session meeting.  
Sorely missed. 
Tribute to John Binnie
John was a lifelong member of Bathgate High Church. He 
was generous with his time and talents to the church, 
especially after he retired. 
He was ordained to the eldership during Peter Bisset’s 
ministry. I recall him telling me of some heated arguments 
at session meetings during that time. Because of work 
commitments, John had to step back from being an elder 
for many years. He took more interest again during the 
ministry of Ron Greig and was re-ordained in 2012. 
He took over as Property Convener on the retirement of 
John Scott. He enjoyed this onerous post for many years 
and was latterly ably assisted by his son, John. Young John 
was able to climb ladders and reach the more inaccessible 
places as his father got older. 
Not content with Property, John Binnie became editor of our 
church magazine, the Link, when Elaine MacDonald left 
Bathgate. In this post, he frequently injected some local 
knowledge and little ‘couthy’ sayings – although many of 
those were supplied by Bessie! He did this right up to 
August’s edition. 
He was also very involved with crafts at the Friday Club. He 
had an amazing rapport with and love for the youngsters 
who attended providing them with some amazing activities. 
John and his late wife, Marjorie, celebrated their Golden 
Wedding in the autumn of 2013 with a service here in the 
church, followed by a purvey in the large hall. 
Unfortunately, Marjorie died six or seven months later and 
their elder daughter, Hazel, died within a further 18 months. 
This must have been a very hard time for John and the 
other members of his family. 
In summing up, I would say that John always had a word of 
encouragement, was interested in every aspect of church 
life and was ready to help anyone. 
I shall always remember him by his final words to me at the 
end of every phone call we had: 
……………. OK PAL …………... 
We extend our most sincere condolences to John’s son, 
daughter and the rest of the extended Binnie family. 
IMcL 



14 



15 



16 

A look back in time 
You will be thinking, what nonsense is Duncan going to 
talk about this month. Firstly, an article I found amusing. 
Firstly, an article I found amusing from the 1960s. 

(In the 60s) 1. Water came out of a tap. 
If someone had suggested bottling it and charging more 
for it than the cost petrol, they would have become a 
laughingstock. 

2. Curry was a surname. 

3. Surprisingly, muesli was readily available, it was called 
cattle feed. 

4. A Big Mac was what we wore when it was raining 
outside. 

5. People who did not peel potatoes were considered lazy. 

6. Crisps were plain, the only choice we had was whether 
to put salt on them or not. 

7. Brown bread was something only poor people ate. 

8. Pasta was not eaten. 

9. Oil was for lubricating, and fat was for cooking. 

10. And finally, Tea was made in a pot with tea leaves and 
never green, happy days! 

Kathleen and myself have managed to get out a bit more 
than we have been since this Covid 19 thing started, it 
has really frightened me big style and I tend to be very 
much more careful now than I have ever been in my life 
before, in meeting people. I never imagined that I would 
have to live through a world pandemic, never in a million 
years. 

This week’s been a strange one, I feel that not much has 
been achieved, I was always told as a youngster that if 
you achieve something special every day, no matter how 
small, then your day has not been a waste of time! I’m 
still trying to think of any achievements for today, but I 
can’t! 
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I’m thinking back, at the moment, to when I was living on 
the Isle of Skye, probably back when I was about 13/14 
years old at the time. There was a piece of the croft that 
was much boggier than the rest, about a quarter of an 
acre, and in the late summer and early autumn it was a 
mass of purple flowers, irises I believe, they were 
beautiful at that time of year, and they came up at the 
same time each year, nobody to my knowledge had 
planted them there, so they must have been wildflowers 
as far as I’m aware, maybe because they liked the damp 
conditions on that section of the croft? 

The other day a friend from B.H.C. and I were talking 
about mileages we do every year in our cars. He stated 
that he was doing about 12,000 miles a year and I told 
him that when I had the taxi business, I was doing about 
150,000 a year minimum myself, that’s why my cars had 
to be changed every 3 years at the very most, because by 
that time they were scrap and fit for the dump. That is 
equal to the average man or women driving 12 years 
driving in one year, it’s not something I could or would do 
anymore these days. At that time, I never looked on it as 
anything special, the mileage I was doing but in hindsight 
it was very much, a young man’s game. 

I read this recently: 

The older I get the more I realise the value of staying low 
profile, of cultivating our circle and only letting certain 
people in. You can be open, honest, and real while still 
understanding not everyone deserves a seat at your 
table…What a very true saying! 
I would also like to thank each and everyone that filled in 
their church survey, thank you! 
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Before I start with this short final section, just let me say, 
I am not a food or hotel critic. This This is just a quick 
mention of some of our favourite hotels in Skye. Without 
doubt, one of my favourites in Isle Oransay on the Sleet 
Peninsula. Also, in Sleat is Kinloch Lodge Hotel. Now 
heading up to Portree and the Cullin Hills Hotel 
overlooking Portree Bay. One of my favourite eating 
places on Skye is the 3 Chimneys Hotel, near Dunvegan 
on the Northwest corner of Skye. 

Well once again time has caught up with me, so time to 
leave you all till next month my friends. 

So, take care of all family, friends, and neighbours 

Duncan MacPherson 

Lest We Forget Looking at God

‘In Flanders’ fields the poppies blow between the crosses, row on 
row, that mark our place: and in the sky the larks, still bravely 
singing, fly scarce heard amid the guns below.’ 

This is the first verse of John McCrae’s poem, first published in 
Punch magazine in 1915. It soon came to symbolise the sacrifice of 
all who died in World War One. Today, the poppy remains a tangible 
symbol for those who have sacrificed their lives in war, especially 
as we remember those who died in Afghanistan. But why do we 
remember? 

‘They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor 
will they train for war anymore.’ (Micah 4:3). Writing 700 years 
before Christ, Micah spoke at the time when Samaria fell due to the 
aggression of Assyria. However, he prophesied a future of hope, a 
world where nations come together in peace rather than war. His 
words are fulfilled in the kingdom of God established by Jesus. 

Our understanding of peace is more than simply the absence of 
conflict. It is about building relationships between people, 
communities and nations, founded on love and justice for all. As we 
remember those who died in war, we should look practically at how 
we can build such relationships, beginning with our own families, 
colleagues and neighbours. ‘We will walk in the name of the Lord 
our God for ever and ever.’ (Micah 4:5). Let’s ask God’s Spirit to 
make us people of peace, justice and compassion for today’s world. 

‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not 
weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning we will remember them.’ 
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Parish Register 

Funerals 

15th September - John Binnie 

3rd October - Jean Turpie 

Surely your goodness and unfailing love will pursue me 
all the days of my life, 

and I will live in the house of the Lord 
forever. 

Psalm 23:6 

Prove it

Prove it they cried that you’re the Messiah 
Wouldn’t He come as a conquering king? 
Not as a poor man riding a donkey 
How do you think we’d believe such a thing? 

Wherever He went large crowds would follow, 
He calmed the storm and turned water to wine, 
The lame could walk and the deaf made to hear, 
Fully a man and yet also divine. 

His teaching had never been heard before, 
He fed the five thousand with fish and bread 
Gave sight to the blind and lepers were healed, 
He cast out demons and  raised  the dead. 

He died on a cross to take away sin 
Rose up from the grave, what more could He do 
To prove of His love for all of mankind? 
Believe it or not – it’s all up to you. 

By Megan Carter 


