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From the Editor  

Welcome to this Spring/Summer edition of The Link. 

It has been a very busy time of late, with plenty to celebrate – the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee weekend with all the splendour and grandeur 

befitting such a momentous and historic occasion, our own Bathgate 

Procession Day bathed in glorious sunshine, two lovely family baptisms 

and the awards ceremony for the outstanding achievements of our 

Boys Brigade company (which are detailed in this edition of the Link). 

We have also just celebrated a very special event in the Christian 

calendar, that of Pentecost. I try to imagine the vivid scene - the 

Apostles, locked away in the upper room, afraid to go out when the 

sound of a mighty wind rushed through the room and flames of fire 

descended and came to rest above their heads. Filled with the Holy 

Spirit, they had the strength and courage to go out and proclaim the 

good news of the Kingdom of God, speaking in many different 

languages!  

The music for Pentecost Sunday is always particularly beautiful, with 

one of my favourite hymns, ‘Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God’ by Keith 

Getty and Stuart Townend: 

“Holy Spirit, living breath of God, 

Breathe new life into my willing soul. 

Let the presence of the risen Lord, 

Come renew my heart and make me whole. 

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; 

Give me faith for what I cannot see, 

Give me passion for Your purity; 

Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.” 

Alison                              
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Locum’s Message 

It never ceases to amaze me the number of stories in the bible, both 

from the Old and New Testament, where the traveller has an encounter 

with God or Jesus on a journey. 

Abraham being called by God to leave his home and family and go to a 

place, whose destination was known to God. 

Then through the promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God’s 

people were led by Moses from their slavery in Egypt to the Promised 

Land. 

Jonah’s call by God to travel to Nineveh to tell these peoples of God’s 

anger at their behaviour with a warning repent or you will die. 

The Israelites were on a journey into bondage because of their love for 

this world and not the way of God. They journeyed home again to 

rebuild Jerusalem and promised to be obedient to God, creating many 

new laws, man- made laws, to keep them from failing God again. 

There are many other stories of journeys where God has led His people 

because of His unending and unchanging love for them.   

And in the New Testament, we read of Mary and Joseph’s long trek to 

Bethlehem where we saw the birth of Jesus, God’s own son. The Wise 

Men, who were Gentiles, travelled far to pay homage to Jesus. Then we 

read of Jesus with his family travelling to Egypt to escape Herod’s death 

threats. 

Jesus’ earthly ministry started with a journey in the desert following his 

baptism by John the Baptist. Jesus spent forty days travelling in the 

desert without food and water but knew His Father’s presence and 

protection.  Continued…. 
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Locum’s Message Continued 

Jesus’ earthly ministry was long through the Holy Land, sharing God’s 

love through deed and word, and then his fateful journey to Jerusalem.  

His final earthly journey was the walk to the cross where he carried the 

sins of the world on his shoulders and we who accept him as our Lord 

and Saviour are reconciled with our Heavenly Father. 

He returned to his Father after rising from the dead, where he 

conquered death and then spent a further 40 days on earth teaching 

his disciples all he knew to allow them to continue the journey to share 

the Good News. 

Then on the Day of Pentecost his Father sent the Holy Spirit to dwell in 

His followers. To guide and lead them on their journey to share the 

Good News in Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria and to the ends of the 

Earth. 

Being a Christian is not and never will be a passive activity. God, 

through His Holy Spirit, works in our lives day by day, encouraging you 

and I to live like Jesus and to share the love of the Father with the lost 

who wander blindly in this world today. 

Let us today, be faithful on God’s love as we take each step in our daily 

lives to be ambassador to God our Heavenly Father knowing that we 

have the word of God in our bibles, Jesus longing to hear our prayers 

and the Holy Spirit in our hearts to open opportunity to share this love 

through deed and word. 

We are precious in God’s eyes, His sons and daughters and He longs for 

His family to grow, He wants no one lost to the world today. Move 

forward in faith knowing you will never walk alone. 

 God Bless. David. 
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Vacancy Matters 

Discussions are still continuing regarding the proposed union with St 

John’s. There have been some meetings, led by the new Edinburgh and 

West Lothian Presbytery, exploring the issues and how they might be 

addressed. Disappointingly, the timescale seems to be dragging out and 

it seems unlikely that we will be in a position to complete the union and 

be in a position to call a minister by late Summer, as had originally been 

suggested. 

Office bearers from the two churches are working together to push on 

the process, with two key documents in preparation for consideration 

at Kirk Sessions. These are the ‘Basis of Union’ which is the formal 

document detailing the arrangements for the union and the ‘Mission 

Narrative’ which is a description for Presbytery of our vision for the 

place of a new united congregation in our community. 

You are probably aware that the situation has become even more 

complicated now that Boghall is also in vacancy. We are still waiting for 

clarification as to how this may affect the distribution of ministry posts 

in Bathgate, though we have been assured that the current Presbytery 

Mission Plan, showing two minister posts for Boghall and Bathgate 

remains. It is certainly an unusual and quite depressing situation where, 

with the exception of St Mary’s, every church in the whole town of 

Bathgate is currently without a minister. 

The session remains committed to keeping all our members and the 

rest of the community as up to date as possible, and are still of the view 

what a union is the most effective way forward no matter what the 

outcome should be in terms of use of buildings. 

jw 
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Supplementary Roll 

In the (good?) old days, it was customary for members to hold a 

Communion Card. This was distributed as an invitation prior to 

Communion and collected at Communion as a record of who had 

attended. If a member had not attended Communion for a number of 

years, their names were moved to a Supplementary Roll of the church. 

The days of Communion Cards are long gone, and we no longer record 

attendance at Communion, so the whole notion of the Supplementary 

Roll is out of date and it serves little purpose. 

In light of advice from the new Edinburgh and West Lothian Presbytery, 

we are now not able to keep members’ names on the Supplementary 

Roll if they live outwith the town of Bathgate. This has prompted the 

Session to review the Supplementary Roll, and it was decided that 

anyone whose name appeared on the Supplementary Roll would be 

contacted to ask if they wished to sever their links with Bathgate High 

or transfer their names to the full Communicant Roll.  

We would warmly encourage anyone who is contacted for this purpose 

to join the full Communicant Roll and maintain their membership of 

Bathgate High Church. 

jw 
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Foodbank Update 

Since I last wrote about the Foodbank, we have been very busy. 

Our customer numbers have increased to 10 or 11 sets of people 

- singles, couples and families. As you can imagine this keeps us 

on our toes in the 2 hours we are open (Tuesdays 10am-12 noon). 

More people seem to be in need of our services - probably 

because of the rise in the cost of food and an increase in energy 

prices. Word has spread by mouth in the area of the church itself; 

and also, we now have an advertisement in the West Lothian 

magazine, ‘Konect ‘. 

With the increase of numbers and the generous amount we give 

out weekly, we have had to dip into the foodbank bank account 

to fund our shopping trips. We still rely completely on donations 

of groceries and money. 

As we do see an ongoing need for our services, it has been 

decided to continue with the Foodbank throughout the summer 

without closing for a break. The volunteers have agreed to 

stagger their holidays to accommodate this. 

If you know of anyone who would benefit from a visit to us, 

please send them along to the church hall on a Tuesday morning. 

The Foodbank box is still in the vestibule of the church for 

donations on a Sunday if you wish to hand in anything or bring it 

into the church office on a weekday morning.  

Continued…. 
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Foodbank Update Continued 

To give you some guidance to what we need, here is a list of 

items that we are getting short of in our storage cupboard: 

Pasta / rice / sauce  

Meat 

Tinned macaroni / ravioli / spaghetti 

Egg noodles; powdered potatoes (Smash) 

Toiletries – shampoo, toothpaste, shower gel etc 

(Maybe you have some in a drawer you can’t use or don’t like). 

Christine Robertson 
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The Friday Club 

I have been asked quite a few times about when the Friday club would 

be starting up again. It was popular with the children who had a great 

time and with the parents /carers who got peace for a couple of hours 

on a Friday.  

The Friday club ran successfully for more than 7 years before the 

pandemic with lots of enthusiastic and hardworking volunteers. 

However, our lives have altered in the last 2 years and sometimes other 

interests have come forward. Also, dare I say it, we are all a bit older. 

With all the changes I am not sure if it is feasible to start up again. With 

that in mind, I would really appreciate everyone’s views, whether you 

helped, used or might use the club (for school age children on Friday 

afternoon) or just heard about it. Ask yourself these questions: 

Do you think we should restart the Friday club? 

If you have helped before, would we need to change the way we 

organise things – and how? 

What activity/ game would you like to see at the club? 

Would you be prepared to help almost every term time Friday 

afternoon—or some Fridays that suited you (2pm - 4pm)? 

Would you be happy to be in charge of a particular activity and game? 

Could you organise and lead an afternoon session – perhaps having a 

rota of leaders? It really is too big a task for 1 person. 

Continued…. 
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The Friday Club Continued 

I am hoping to take a step back from the club as a lot of my time is 

taken up doing other work within the church, but if it is going to run, I 

would be happy to be involved and work alongside others. 

Please let me know your views, positive or negative, so that the 

situation can be reviewed over the summer.  

Contact me by phone / text on 07706995335; 

Email: - chrobertson47@tiscali.co.uk ;  drop a line into the church office 

or just speak to me!  

Looking forward to lots of feedback. 

Christine Robertson 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Coffee Morning 

We have started our monthly coffee mornings, the 3rd Saturday of the 

month, please come along and share in tea coffee home baking and 

especially the fellowship with others. 

Jean Logie 

 

 

mailto:Email:%20-%20chrobertson47@tiscali.co.uk
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The Boy’s Brigade 

The Boys Brigade as with all other organisations has suffered during the 

Covid pandemic losing almost a year and a half where no meetings took 

place – reaching from March 23rd, 2020, until starting again on the 28th 

September 2021. 

On restarting we faced the challenges of continued Covid restrictions, 

changes in staffing and re-igniting the Boys Brigade in our Church. 

Throughout this year we have had several setbacks with boys, parent 

helpers and finally officer!!falling victim of Covid as well as dealing with 

further restrictions hampering our ability to meet on a regular basis. 

However, on a really positive note we have kept 1st Bathgate going with 

a much smaller but dedicated group of boys, parent helpers and 

officers. And through those meetings the boys have picked up where 

they left off and put a huge effort into their evenings through sports, 

crafts and badge work culminating in gaining various awards which are 

well deserved.                      

Each boy has achieved this on merit, and it gave me great pleasure to 

ask Andrew Dalgleish our Battalion Secretary to present the awards at 

our recent Church Service. 

We started with the Anchor Boys 

For our only brand new recruit – Noah McConnel who earned his Green 

Badge  

Mathew Arnott – earned his Red Badge  

Dylan Robertson – earned his Blue Badge – and moves up to Junior 

Section 

Continued…. 
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The Boy’s Brigade Continued 

In the Juniors – we have 4 boys 

Jamie Stein – awarded with his Target and Bronze award for 1st year 

activities 

Finlay McHolm  - Silver Award 

Rio McQuire - Silver Award 

Harry Arnott - Silver Award 

In addition, Harry and Rio now moves up to Company Section next year. 

And finally in the company section  

Hamish MacDonald completed his 2nd year of activities in Community, 

Recreation and Skills Grade 2 

And to the 2 seniors who after over a year’s absence came back and 

completed the 2nd highest award in the Brigade the Presidents badge – 

They were presented with a framed certificate, their award and lapel 

badge.  

Awarded to – Joe Shankland and Cooper MacDonald 

At the end of the 2020 session Blair McAlpine should have completed 

his Queens Badge – in reality this being one of the easiest I have 

achieved – normally I end up with sessions for many hours pushing for 

the completion of their record book. However, due to Covid this 

opportunity was taken away but thankfully with the support of Andrew 

there was a way that Blair was able to return as an over-age boy (now  

Continued…… 
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The Boy’s Brigade Continued 

certainly a young man) to join the leadership as a staff sergeant and do  

completion course and assessment with the Battalion to earn his 

Queens Badge. It was with great pleasure to see Blair receive his 

Queens Badge. 

Well done to all the boys for their hard work. Now all the helpers and 

officers can get a well-earned rest until September. 

Graeme Robertson 

Captain 
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Church Work Group 

A few months ago, it was suggested at a Congregational Board meeting 

that a small work group could be formed to tackle small jobs and 

projects to upgrade certain items within the church and grounds to 

make our sanctuary and grounds more presentable to everyone, within 

the congregation and visitors. 

To this end a small group 6/7 volunteered to help achieve this and we 

have worked together and with others within our church to enhance 

various aspects both within our church building and grounds. 

Within this remit so far we have accomplished: - 

 Ends of pews have been refurbished with beeswax and brass 

umbrella rails polished. 

 Stained glass windowsills sanded and recaulked ready for 

painting. 

 Exterior whisky barrel flower tubs replaced with new barrels 

upgraded and treated to give extended life. The flower 

committee have replanted these to bloom over the summer 

and beyond. 

 The handrails and railings at the main door and disabled ramp 

have been cleaned and repainted with long lasting metal paint. 

 We have met with a paint consultant who has determined the 

exact colours required for the repainting of the pillars in the 

sanctuary and vestibule, (Did you realise that they are different 

colours?) 

He also matched the off-white colour for the windowsills. 

 

Continued…. 
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Church Work Group Continued 

Future Works: - 

 Rubbing down and painting of pillars and windowsills, paint 

now to hand. 

 Three small exterior windows in large hall near disabled toilet 

to be sanded down and repainted. 

Should you be aware of any other works which would be within the 

groups capabilities there is a book in the church vestibule, please feel 

free to record the details for consideration. 

On Behalf of the Work Group 

Dave Robertson 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thrift Shop 

Last year we managed to get back to our normal two thrift shops and 

this year we held one around Easter. They were all very successful and 

thanks to all who helped in any way. 

We are hoping to have one in August, if you have any clothes, bric-a-

brac etc that you wish to donate please get in touch with me. 

Jean Logie 
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Property Update 

CHURCH 

 

In the last few months you will have seen scaffolding around the 

church. This was for the roofers to replace some slates and reseat some 

lead that had lifted. 

In the next few weeks there will be more scaffolding erected at the 

Gideon Street, top door area. This is to replace lead that was stolen and 

repair some that was damaged during the theft. 

MANSE 

The manse is not occupied at present and will remain so until the 

internal issues have been repaired and a new tenant can be installed. 

With the manse being unoccupied the responsibility for maintaining the 

garden belongs to the church.  Alex and I are mowing the lawns at the 

moment and addressing the weeds in the ‘monoblock’ driveway etc, 

but need some assistance with the weeding of the side garden and the 

small corner front garden areas. 

If you can help with this, please get in touch with me. 

 

PS. Bring your own garden tools 

 

Jean Logie 
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The Guild 

Hi folks, just a short update.  

Although we have finished for the “Summer” I would just like to say 

that we had a good session but have missed our outing at the end of 

May, going to “Mystery”!   

We should be back in September all going well, so I hope that you all 

stay safe and well and that you enjoy your holidays if you have any 

plans, but you will all be welcome, along with some new members too, 

in the Lesser Hall on Wednesday afternoon 1:30 – 3:00pm. Even if you 

only want to come odd days, you will be made very welcome. 

Yours in His service, 

A Ferris (Secretary) 

 

 

Bessie’s Quote 

Middle Age is when broadness of the mind and narrowness of the 

waist change places. 
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Note of Thanks 

Crawford and Anne Morgan would like to thank everyone for 
their expressions of condolence and for the cards and flowers 
received on the occasion of the death of our mother and mother-
in-law, Grace Morgan, who passed away peacefully on Friday, 6 
May, aged 86 years. 
  
Thanks also to Beth for delivering the flowers on behalf of the 
High Church, they were much appreciated. 
  
Mum had lived happily with the family at 59 Marjoribanks Street 
for over 50 years. She had gone into Meadowvale Care Home on 
28 April after a number of falls at home but was only there for 
eight days before she passed away. 
  
Mum had been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s dementia in the 
middle of last year. A sum of £500 was donated to Alzheimer 
Scotland following mum’s service at West Lothian crematorium 
on Friday, 13 May, for which the family and the charity are 
extremely grateful. 

Crawford Morgan 
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Happy Birthday  

100th Birthday 

Our most senior member, Mrs Mary Thomson, quietly celebrated her 

100th Birthday with family and friends on Thursday 9th June 2022. On 

behalf of the Kirk Session and congregation, Mr Ian McLean (Joint 

Session Clerk) with Beth Anderson and Christine Macfarlane were 

involved in organising a visit to Mary to deliver an arrangement of 

flowers, together with a congratulatory card expressing our kind 

thoughts and best wishes on this momentous occasion. 

Along with her late husband Jim, Mary was a lifelong member of 

Bathgate High Church, attending worship regularly most Sundays, 

sitting in her usual seat until Covid prevented her from doing so. Mary’s 

faith and church remain a very important part of her life. 

A “Bathgate Bairn” Mary’s early working life was spent in two well 

established Bathgate shops, namely “Camerons” and “The Beehive”. 

Her many interests include reading, cooking, baking, knitting, gardening 

and decoupage to name but a few.  

In retirement, travel became more accessible, - caravanning was a 

much-loved hobby touring throughout Scotland and beyond. Travelling 

further afield, a few flights to Australia to visit relatives featured high 

on the priority list. 

Many years ago, Jim and Mary founded the children’s Saturday club 

where youngsters enjoyed fun, laughter and games. Mary was 

instrumental in starting the Church Cleaning Committee and Thrift 

Shop, regularly attended Coffee Mornings, the Guild and became an 

enthusiastic member of our own Church Flower Committee, especially 

involved with our several Flower Festivals. Who can forget Mary’s 

portrayal of Noah’s Ark in our 1988 Festival “Chapter and Verse” a 

picture of which appeared in “West Lothian Courier”, Continued…. 
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Happy Birthday Continued  

or her memorable Harvest cone of fruit on the font? Outwith church 

activities, for several years Mary volunteered at the WRVS 

Canteen/Trolley Service providing confectionary/baking to patients and 

visitors at local hospitals. She regularly attended meetings of Bathgate’s 

History Group and Flower Club as well as being a loyal member of the 

Eastern Star. 

Very content with her lot in life, Mary is happy to be in her own home 

surrounded by loving family, grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

She received many cards, (particularly proud of the one from Her 

Majesty the Queen in this her Platinum Jubilee Year and whose 

wedding anniversary was one day prior to the Royal Wedding in 

November 1947). She was also the recipient of lots of flowers and gifts 

from relatives, friends and neighbours all wishing to share this very 

happy time of celebration. 

A special occasion for a very special lady! 

God Bless 

Beth Anderson 
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The Link – Looking Ahead 

How would you like to receive future editions of the Link? 

We would be grateful if you could complete the cut-off slip below and 

return to Church by the end of July (or hand to your Link distributor to 

return for you). There will be a colourful box marked “Link Replies” in 

the vestibule.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

How would you like to receive future editions of the Link? 

Name………………………………………… 

Please tick your preferred option: 

 

                              I would like to receive a copy by email. 

                              My email address is…………………………………………………… 

                              …………………………………………………………………………………. 

                              I would prefer to access the Link on the website. 

                              I would like to continue to receive a paper copy. 

 

Please return to Church by the end of July. 
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Children’s Corner  

 

LINK Donations April 2022 

Beth Anderson   £5.00 

Ian McLean   £10.00 

Anonymous    £10.00 

Total    £25.00 
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Pentecost Wordsearch  

 

afraid  Apostles church 

descended       dove  filled 

fire  flames  God 

good   Holy  Kingdom 

languages locked  mighty 

news  proclaim room 

Spirit  surprised wind 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

  Interim Moderator: - Rev Nelu Balaj  Church Office  01506 650517 

Locum:- Mr David Wilkie Mobile 0757 8006922 

Session Clerks: - Mr John Wood sessionclerk@bathgatehigh.com 

                                  Mr Ian McLean                         ,, 

                                  Mrs Liz Orr                                ,, 

Church Officer: - Mrs Jean Logie,  Mobile 07710 057034 

 All other office bearers/ head of groups contact via Church Office  

Phone 01506 650517 Email: - info@bathgatehigh.com 

Treasurer: - Mr Callum Rhind 

Clerk to the Board: - Mrs Brenda Kilpatrick 

Property Convenor: - Mr Jim Campbell 

Sunday School and Creche: - Mrs Carolyn McCusker 

Safeguarding Officer: - Mrs Carolyn McCusker 

Boys Brigade: - Mr Graeme Robertson 

Guild:- Mrs Agnes Ferris 

Data Protection Officer:- Mrs Adele Gill 

Roll Convener:- Mrs Janette Peel 

WFO Convener:- Mrs Anne Graham 

Musical Director:- Ms Alison Paul 

Pre-School:- Mrs Karen Redmond 

Flower Convener:- Miss Beth Anderson 

Pastoral Care Team:- Miss Bessie Stein 

Country Dancing:- Mrs Agnes Ferris 

Food Bank:- Mrs Christine Robertson 

Friday Club:- Mrs Christine Robertson 

The Church Office is open Monday to Friday 10am-12noon. 

Bathgate High Parish Church, Gideon Street, Bathgate EH484HB. 
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