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From the Editor  

Welcome to this Christmas edition of The Link. 

Inside, you will find details of our upcoming Advent and Christmas 

services, important congregational updates, a message from our locum, 

David WIlkie, and news from parish organisations. 

Christmas seems to have sneaked up on us this year. Our hearts and 

minds have become weary with the constant struggles of a world in 

turmoil – the war in Ukraine, the cost-of-living crisis, the energy price 

hike, a vulnerable world climate, political upheavals and so on. Reading 

the Foodbank and the Shoebox Appeal articles has caused me to reflect 

on the people here and all over the world who are out there caring, 

helping and selflessly giving of their time for others. They are the 

beacons of hope in the world and the true spirit of Christmas, the 

whole year round. 

It is with a more pronounced hope than previous years that we 

expectantly await the arrival of the Baby Jesus at Christmas. 

Alison          
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Locum’s Message 

As I sit before my computer this morning, I find scribbled on a piece of 

paper beside me these words ‘It is through the prayers of ordinary 

Christian like you and I that God will transform, revive and heal our 

society’. I am not sure where these words come from but it is my own 

handwriting, I assume it is a quote I have heard on Premier Christian 

Radio that is my background music when I am home alone. 

The First Sunday in Advent fell on the last Sunday of November this 

year, Christmas Day falling on a Sunday. This must be the earliest date 

for Advent to start. 

Advent marks the start of the new Christian year, a time of expectancy 

and celebration. Celebration as we remember the birth of Jesus, the 

Saviour of the World, a day that was to change history forever. 

God’s love for His world is so great that He sent His son Jesus into the 

world at a time of His choosing, Jesus was born of Mary, he was truly 

human but being conceived of the Holy Spirit he was also truly Divine. 

It is right that we celebrate this wonderful act of kindness. 

It is also a time of expectancy, expectancy that God will fulfil His 

promises to us that Jesus will return to take us home to a place he has 

prepared for us in the Heavenly Kingdom where we will live forever, 

where there will be no wars, famine or tears, just constant praising our 

God our Father. 

We don’t know the hour, the day or year of Jesus’ return, only God has 

fixed the time but we must be ready for that day. 

Through our faithful prayers for the healing and restoration of our 

world we can indeed prepare ourselves for that day. 

Continued… 
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Locum’s Message Continued 

During the Season of Advent we will have our Advent Ring of 

evergreens with 4 red candles and a centre candle that is white. 

The ring of evergreen reminds us of God’s never ending, never 

changing love for His people. 

The four red candles, one lit each Sunday of Advent represent Hope, 

hope of Jesus’ return, Peace, peace that comes through Jesus the 

Saviour of the world, Joy, a joy that can only be found in knowing Jesus 

and that His love is forever and finally Love, love of being adopted into 

God’s family as His sons and daughters, a love we are asked to share 

with those lost to the world, that Jesus loves them as He loves you and 

I. 

And finally the white candle is lit on Christmas Day, this is the Jesus 

candle, where we remember Jesus is the light of the world, a light that 

the world has not and will never put out. 

Our Jesus candle will be lit at our Christingle Service on Christmas Eve 

when we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus.  

Please, please come and join us through this season of Advent, you will 

find a warm welcome awaits you. Your prayers, your support of your 

brothers and sisters of Jesus is essential to build up, strengthen and 

renew your faith and the faith of others. 

This Christmas pray for those who have lost a loved one this year,  pray 

for those struggling with rising food costs, paying their energy bills. 

God Bless you all and have a Merry Christmas 

David Wilkie 
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The Sunday School 

“Wait ‘til ah tell ye…”  You know when a story starts that way it’s going 

to be good, it’s going to be a piece of news you want to hear, and you 

settle yourself in for the ride. 

 Of course, better than hearing the story is being able to share it and 

here in Sunday School we have just that.  A story to share, a good story! 

A great story! Theeee most exciting story! A story you’ve probably 

heard many times before but it's definitely one you’ll want to hear 

again. 

So, please come join us in Church on Sunday 18th December at 11.00am 

because  

“We canny wait ‘te tell ye!” 

 

Christingle 

We are looking forward to welcoming you in person to our all-age 

Christingle Service on Christmas Eve at 7.00pm in Church. 

Please feel free to bring a Christingle with you. 
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Pre-school Group 

An update and an appeal for some additional help. 

This has been operating in the High for a great number of years, initially 

in the Lesser Hall, but now in the Large Hall with Karen as the leader, 

and a number of permanent volunteer support staff and additional 

volunteer staff on a rota basis. 

The group runs on Tuesday from 1.00 pm – 2.15 pm and a Thursday 

from 10.00 am – 11.15 am in the Large Hall and the cost is a suggested 

donation of £1.50. The popularity of the group is demonstrated by up 

to 24 children coming along with their carers. 

Karen leads the craft activities where necessary, but generally the pre-

schoolers are free to play with the toys, dress up, playdoh, paint etc. 

under the supervision of the parent or carer. The children are also 

offered a sit down snack of fruit squash, fresh fruit, biscuits or similar. 

While the children are snacking, the carers are offered tea / coffee and 

a biscuit. 

The duties of the volunteers are to lay out and clear the toys etc. in the 

hall for each session and the preparation and plate of the fruit, other 

snack items and squash for the kids and make the teas / coffees for the 

carers, with the inevitable dish washing at the end. 

If you have the time and wish to assist, or require further information, 

please have a chat with Karen, or a member of the team, and they will 

be only too willing to give you any further details  

Feedback from parents and carers is really encouraging and their 

gratitude highlights how well Karen and her team are operating this 

group within the High. 

Karen, Lyndsey, Carolyn, Jean 
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Vacancy and Re-adjustment 

Things still seem to move at the speed of treacle, but there have been 

some significant developments just within the last week. 

A reminder of the context – the Church of Scotland faces huge issues 

nationally with falling rolls, falling income and a lack of ministers. This 

led to the General Assembly agreeing to the ‘Radical Plan’ where the 

number of charges across Scotland was to be rationalised along with 

reorganisation of Presbyteries and reductions in central staff. 

Presbyteries were charged with coming up with a Missionary Plan, to 

show how their allocation of ministry posts was to be distributed. With 

all three Churches in Bathgate and Boghall being vacant, this meant 

that our position was particularly difficult. 

At the meeting of Edinburgh and West Lothian Presbytery on Tuesday 

15th November, the Presbytery Mission Plan was approved. 

This included the following Mission Narrative for Bathgate and Boghall; 

a description of the needs of the churches, proposed readjustments 

and the allocation of ministry posts. 

Bathgate High, Bathgate St. John’s and Boghall will work together and 

be served by 2 full time ministers. All three congregations are currently 

vacant and it is envisioned that there will be a Union between Bathgate 

High and Bathgate St. John’s and a Parish Grouping formed with 

Boghall. Bathgate High and Bathgate St. John’s have worked together 

over the years and there has been cooperation with Boghall. They are 

aware of the changing demographics and the loss of sense of 

community in the town. There are particular challenges associated with 

the new Wester Inch development with a younger and more fluid 

population.  

Continued… 
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Vacancy and Re-adjustment Page 2 

The congregations are encouraged to work with each other and with 

their ecumenical partners to address issues linked to poverty and social 

injustice. They should use their experience to continue to develop 

relevant forms of worship, especially using IT. The churches should 

continue to promote the involvement of the congregation in planning 

and leading worship and producing on-line resources. Strong ties have 

developed with local charities and support offered to groups within the 

community who are in need. This model should be adopted within the 

Parish grouping as all move together to reach out in the most 

appropriate way to all communities in the town, including the new 

housing that is being developed in the area at Wester Inch. 

Conversations regarding the most effective staffing are ongoing. 

Buildings: Bathgate Boghall is in good condition and not only offers an 

excellent example of missional work but serves a distinct community. It 

is therefore proposed that it be designated ‘A’. Bathgate High and 

Bathgate St. John’s are both located within Bathgate and thus some 

rationalisation would be an appropriate use of resources. Given recent 

conversations and the recognition of the difficulty of this decision, it is 

proposed that both buildings be designated ‘B’ and a decision reached 

by 31 December 2023. The ‘B’ designated building should be released by 

31 December 2024. [a building designated’ A‘ is to be retained and a 

building designated ‘B’ is to be disposed of] 

The decision is, therefore that Bathgate High and St John’s should unite 

to form a new, single congregation. Boghall stays as a discreet charge, 

but will work closely together with the new united congregation to 

form a Parish Grouping, having joint responsibility for Bathgate Town 

and Boghall. 

Continued… 
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Vacancy and Re-adjustment Page 3 

The decision on buildings has been held over for a 12 month period to 

allow the union to take place and the merits of both sites further 

explored. Presbytery will then have the final say on which buildings 

should be retained as the centre for worship. 

This is, however, far from the end of the road. The Presbytery Mission 

Plan still has to be approved by the Church of Scotland centrally. There 

then needs to be further discussion between the congregations 

involved before each congregation is given a chance to vote on a 

document called the Basis of Union, which outlines the way in which 

the union can be achieved. There is then the business of seeking a 

minister, which requires a Parish Profile to be complied and a 

nominating committee for the new united congregation to be formed. 

So, what would the Basis of Union look like? 

It would cover – 

The name of the new charge. The Church of Scotland has a formula that 

they suggest is used, which would, in its simplest form, suggest that the 

new charge could be called Bathgate Parish Church. 

Property and finance.  On the union, one set of buildings would 

become surplus to requirements. The decision as to which set of 

buildings is to be used as the centre of worship would be taken by the 

end of 2023, with Presbytery having the final say. In the interim, the 

united congregation would use both sets of buildings on a rota.  As with 

any union, all the financial resources, along with the proceeds of the 

sale of any property, become resources of the new united charge. 

Continued… 
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Vacancy and Re-adjustment Page 4 

The parish to be served, which is normally the parishes of the two 

original congregations combined. 

Management of the new charge. The office bearers of the two 

congregations would become the office bearers of the new united 

charge. 

The calling of a new minister. Presbytery would oversee the process by 

which a nominating committee would be formed from the new united 

congregation. 

For the union to proceed, the Basis of Union would need to be voted on 

and approved by both congregations involved. Our hope would be to 

move towards this vote as soon as possible; hopefully in the New Year. 

jw 

 

 

Bessie’s Quote for December 

 

Age is a question of mind over matter. 

If you don’t mind, it doesn’t matter! 
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Services Over the Christmas Period 

It is with great relief that this list is compiled, as in the two previous 

years our Christmas schedules have been severely curtailed by a certain 

virus which was doing the rounds. We should learn not to take our 

much-loved services for granted! Any services at other churches listed 

below are open to everyone. We hope to see you over Advent. 

Sunday 11th December – 11 AM;  Advent service, led by the Choir 

     6.30 PM;  Christmas celebration in Boghall  

                                             Church 

 

Sunday 18th December – 11 AM;  Nativity, led by the Sunday School 

     6.30 PM;  Service of nine lessons and carols; St  

                                             Columba’s Church 

 

Saturday 24th December – 7 PM  Christingle service  

  

Sunday 25th December – 11 AM; United service with St John’s in St     

                                             John’s Church 

 

Sunday 1st January 2023 –  11 AM; United service with St John’s in the  

                                                 High Church 
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Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 2022 

2022 was a good year but a very busy year. In October my husband, 

Jean McE and Aileen all had Covid, and our preparations were 

disrupted. I covered over 90 boxes with Christmas paper and packed 92 

boxes. Women, men, boys and girls all boxed were full. Anne took 

control of the baby boxes and packed 30 boxes with toiletries, knitted 

jackets, sleep suits etc. 

At 10am on Thursday the 3rd of November, the truck arrived, and 160 

boxes were loaded. Janet’s contact in Tesco offered clothes and shoes 

and most of these were also taken by Blythswood. 

 

The Totals 

Boxes United Reformed     13  Quiz           £130 

Jean – Mary – St Mary’s     17                     from 2021   £230 

Deborah                                  8                                            -  70  goods for 

High Church + friends        122                                          £160     babies           

                                               160 

                                           

Total Donations          £483   Goods for mixed boxes  - £130 

Quiz             130                       

co from 2021                160                                                    

                                        773             Sent to Bltyhswood        £610 

                                      - 130                          to Foodbank       £ 33 

          £643                                                       £643 

 

June Wilson 

Continued… 
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Shoebox Appeal Scottish Quiz 2022 - Answers 

1. A scenic walk from Milngavie to Fort William. (4,8,3)  West 

Highland Way 

2. Scotland’s oldest university. (2,7)  St. Andrews 

3. Birthplace of Andrew Carnegie. (11)  Dunfermline  

4. Horror story inspired by Slains Castle. (7)  Dracula 

5. Fish used in Cullen Skink. (7)  Haddock 

6. Possible birthplace of Pontius Pilate. (10)  Fortingall 

7. Wrote “The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie.” (6,5)  Muriel Spark 

8. A mountain taller than 3,000 feet. (5)  Munro 

9. Nessie’s sister who lives in Loch Morar. (5)  Morag  

10. Where the deep-fried Mars Bar was invented. (10) Stonehaven  

11. City that never sins. (9)  Inverness 

12. Elvis is reputed to have Scottish roots here. (6)  Lonmay 

13. Country dance that might be doggone trashy (3,3,7)  The Gay 

Gordons 

14. Who married Nance Vallance? (3,5,6)  Sir Harry Lauder   

15. Scotland’s largest whirlpool. (12)  Corryvreckan 

16. Roman legion reputed to have marched into Scotland and 

disappeared. (5)  Ninth   

17. Where the Boys’ Brigade was founded. (7)  Glasgow  

18. This bridge is said to span the Atlantic. (7)  Clachan 

19. What The Black Isle and Burntisland are not. (7)  Islands 

20. Scotland’s national emblem. (7)  Thistle 

 

Continued… 
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Shoebox Appeal 2022 - Continued 

The winner of the quiz was Mrs Christine Robertson.  

We would like to thank all those who took part in this appeal – the 

shoppers, the knitters and all who donated goods and money.  

I have been involved with the shoeboxes for 20 years and I feel that it is 

my time to stop. Anne has been involved for years but she also would 

like to take a back seat.  We would like to help anyone who would take 

over this appeal.  

Over an eight-year period we sent 1,353 boxes and £3,816. 

Our thanks to everyone. 

June Wilson and Anne Graham 
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Bathgate Churches Together Meeting: 8th November 2022 

The meeting was held in Bathgate High Church and was opened with a 

brief reflection from Scripture and the Moderator's Prayer for 

Remembrance [in Life and Work magazine]. 

Harvest Supper: There was positive feedback from the Harvest Supper 

held in St. Mary's hall on Friday 9th October but some points were 

borne in mind for any future event organized: [a].Guests should be 

encouraged to mix at the tables rather than sitting in the company of 

people from their own church.  [b]. Suggested that two people be 

appointed to look after guests with allergies or other special needs.  [c]. 

It would be good if we could involve more young people [say from GB 

or BB] to help with serving etc. 

Treasurer's Report: The closing balance in the bank account is £662.11.  

Our Treasurer, Margaret Goldie, who has been a representative for St 

Mary's for many years, is stepping down and there is nobody to take 

her place as a rep. This also means that we are looking for a new 

treasurer and this is in hand. 

Christian Aid: Alastair Small [Secretary of BCT] has contacted the CA 

office to get an update of amount raised this year by the Bathgate 

group.  The amount raised through the High Church coffee morning and 

envelopes [cheque for £914 sent] will need to be added to the total. It 

was suggested that we have a meeting with Lauren Petherbridge in 

early Spring to discuss, among other things what arrangements she has 

in mind for a Christian Aid Kilt Walk in 2023. 

Planter in the Precinct:  The Planter that is maintained by BCT has now 

been replanted with plants for a spring display: wall flowers, forget-me-

nots, trailing pansies, small tulips and jonquils. 

Continued… 
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Bathgate Churches Together Meeting-Continued 

Arrangements/Events for Advent: Boghall Church is planning to hold a 

Christmas Fayre on 25th Nov. at 6-30pm and a Christmas celebration on 

Sunday 11th Dec. at 6-30pm.   

The E.U. United Reformed Church will not be holding a service on either 

Christmas Day or New Year's Day. 

The High Church are having a Christingle Service on Christmas Eve at 

7pm, to which all churches are invited. Morag Crawford is willing to 

host some Advent Studies and details will be finalised shortly. 

St. Columba's will hold a service of Nine lessons and Carols on 18th Dec. 

[evening] to which all members of BCT churches are cordially invited. 

Details of a Christingle service and Eucharist on Christmas Eve are to be 

confirmed. 

St. John's will have a united service on Christmas Day and The High will 

have a united service on New Year's Day. 

Torphichen Kirk will be having their usual Sunday morning services, 

including Christmas Day. 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. There was discussion about 

the WPCU for 2023 [Sunday 15th to Sunday 22nd January] and it was 

felt that we may have to condense the services, [some churches joining 

together to hold a service]. St John's probably hosting the united 

evening service on 15th; Boghall and E.U. will hold a joint service on the 

Wed, evening; St Columba's will hold a service on the concluding 

Sunday evening. BCT group will meet on Tuesday 13th Dec in St 
Columba's when we will finalise details for Week of Prayer.  

The meeting closed with us saying the Grace together. 

Liz Orr 
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Foodbank –December 2022 

I am writing this article  after a busy morning at the foodbank where 

Phyllis, Dave and I dealt with 11 customers in the two hours we are 

open. We  hardly had time to have a warming cup of tea! 

Most of our customers were just starting to get the free fuel 

supplement, which they were very grateful for, but finding  that with 

the cold winds, heavy rain and fog they still had to think twice ( at least) 

about using their heating. Part of their problem was the pre-paid meter 

service they used—they had no other option. 

One of our new customers is a family  on benefits raising  3 children , 

the youngest being just two years. The parents were trying hard to 

budget but finding it difficult even after selling their car and so were 

glad of our kindness. 

One couple told me that if they didn’t use the foodbank regularly that 

they would have porridge for their evening meal a great deal more 

often. 

Some of our young single customers  find there is less work out there 

for them at this time of year. Not having employment or a lot of money 

has had an impact on their mental health. 

These are just a few snippets of news that we hear through 

conversation with them on a Tuesday. No complaints  from them– just 

stated facts. They are all glad that the foodbank exists. 

We trialled giving out homemade soup ingredients as the colder 

weather struck --which was successful.  (This consisted of cup of lentils, 

stock cube, tinned potatoes, carrots, tomatoes and a chunk of turnip.) 

We will probably do this again in the near future. 

Continued… 
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Foodbank – Continued 

We were fortunate in October to receive a large grocery donation from 

Windyknowe school and more recently a cash donation from The Train 

Drivers Union. There are lots of charities looking  for donations, we all 

know that from the leaflets that come through our letter boxes or T.V. 

screens, so  we, at the foodbank, deem ourselves lucky to receive these 

generous gifts. 

Of course, we still receive regular generous donations from our own 

congregation, St. Mary’s Church, the E.U. Church and Morrisons which 

we are extremely grateful for. We wouldn’t manage without them. 

It’s wonderful that so many individuals and groups support us and have 

done so for a l-o-n-g time. A big “THANK YOU” for that. 

We at the food bank wish you a joyous Christmas and a prosperous and 

healthy 2023. 

 

Christine Robertson ( Foodbank volunteer) 
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The Guild 

Well, here we are again at the end of another successful session. We 

have had some good afternoons of entertainment and speakers so if 

there is anything on our next syllabus you would fancy, please come 

along. We have had friends from our other Churches attending too and 

have enjoyed the fellowship. 

We take a break over December and January, but hopefully we will be 

able to start back at the beginning of February, so I hope you all have a 

very safe and Blessèd time over the “festive season” and look forward 

to getting back to “The Guild” in February. 

We meet on Wednesday afternoons from 1:30-3:00pm 

A Ferris (Secretary) 
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The Legend of the Christmas Rose 

When Jesus was born in the little town of Bethlehem, 

there came Wise Men from the East bearing gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. 

 

A little shepherdess, watching from afar, wept because she had 

no gift to offer the Christ Child. 

 

Where her tears fell to the ground there sprang up flowers which 

she hastened to gather and bring to the Infant. 

 

In adoration, she knelt at the crib, so Jesus could see the flowers 

and where His blessed little hands touched the petals a delicate 

pink appeared. 

 

And so, a flower that never bloomed before came into existence 

– the Christmas Rose. 

 

To this day the Christmas Rose blooms more abundantly at 

Christmas Time than at any other season. 

 

Anon 

Submitted by Beth Anderson. 
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The Flower Committee – “Say it with Flowers” 

Since Easter, following Lockdown, the Flower Committee have been 

busy trying to whittle down the 2-year backlog caused by Covid. 

Gradually, we are getting there, but still have some way to go. During 

the summer months it has been somewhat of an adventure trying to 

find addresses in far flung places such as Armadale, Blackburn, Seafield, 

Uphall and West Calder. Members who do not deliver flowers do not 

know what they are missing – an education to say the least…for 

example, why is No. 22 next door to No. 57? .....and why does the 

number we are looking for not exist? In our quest for information, it is 

amazing the interesting people we meet (dog walkers, gardeners, car 

washers, locals and strangers alike, all keen to help). The welcome cup 

of tea offered once reaching our destination, an hour later than 

planned, is much appreciated, as is the cosy chat!  

Why not join our small intrepid band of dedicated drivers – bring a map 

or Sat Nav, flask and sandwiches in case you get lost?!!! Just reward 

though, once reaching your goal, to see the look of appreciation and 

warm thanks for the gift of church flowers.  

Mindful of the present cost of living situation, we particularly 

appreciate the continuing generosity of members gifting flowers for 

church use. To date, since Spring, we have distributed 100 

arrangements to sick, housebound and bereaved families within our 

fellowship. Hopefully we will be able to visit members in care homes 

soon – Covid permitting! 

We enjoyed decorating church for Harvest and Remembrance and are 

presently preparing for Advent and Christmas. Look out for the new 

Flower Calendar shortly to appear in the vestibule. 

Continued… 
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The Flower Committee – “Say it with Flowers” - Continued 

At this Festive Season amid the glitter and commercialisation, 

sometimes it is hard to keep Christ in Christmas – but as we look 

forward to welcoming the Babe of Bethlehem, we pray Christmas will 

be a healthy time of Peace and Hope. The Flower Committee wish all 

our readers a Blessed Christmas and trust the Christmas Spirit remains 

with us all throughout the challenging New Year ahead. 

God Bless 

Beth Anderson  
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Advent Poem  

December’s here, the year’s near passed, 

A new one soon begins. 

We’ve turned the heating up full blast, 

The nights have fair drawn in. 

 

Outside the morning’s cold and dreich 

And getting up’s a chore. 

It’s easy staying beneath the sheets 

Another hour or more. 

 

Though winter weather feels the worst, 

The days grown long and dark –  

December’s here and on the 1st 

Our Advent calendars start. 

 

A time to give and to receive, 

For quiet contemplation, 

A time to smile and to believe, 

For gift-wrapped expectations. 

 

The weans want what’s been brought them 

And left in below the tree, 

Hope Santa’s not forgot them –  

Oh the joys of being wee. 

 

The same old films on telly, 

Lots of prezzies if you’re lucky, 

Slippers, socks and smellies –  

Just don’t burn the spuds and turkey! 

 

Continued… 
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Advent Poem - Continued 

How quickly that year past went, 

Treasure those you’ve spent it with. 

Now every day’s an Advent 

And the best’s the 25th. 

 

Stuart Paterson 

Submitted by Beth Anderson 

 

 

Messages of Thanks 

Donald and Linda Denholm would like to thank the church for the 

beautiful flower displays received on the occasion of our Golden 

Wedding Anniversary and on the sad passing of our much missed 

cousin Thelma Farquharson. Thanks to Beth for delivering them. 

 

I would like to thank the Church and Flower Committee very much for 
the beautiful flower arrangement I received on Monday 24th 
October.  It was a lovely surprise and certainly brightened up my day.   
Kindest regards, Bobby Thomson 
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A Candle is Burning – Sandra Dean 

A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright, 
a candle of hope in December’s dark night. 
While angels sing blessing from heaven’s starry sky, 
our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 
 
A candle is burning, a candle of peace, 
a candle to signal that conflict must cease: 
for Jesus is coming to show us the way; 
a message of peace humbly laid in the hay. 
 
A candle is burning, a candle of joy. 
A candle to welcome brave Mary’s new boy. 
Our hearts fill with wonder, and eyes light and glow 
as joy brightens winter like sunshine on snow. 
 
A candle is burning, a candle of love, 
a candle to point us to heaven above, 
A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth, 
for Jesus is bringing God’s love to our earth. 
 
 
Submitted by Beth Anderson 
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St Andrew’s Malta  - Part 1 
 
All are welcome in this place!  
We cordially invite everyone. You are always welcome in our 
congregation for our Sunday worship, bible studies, activities or just for 
Christian fellowship.  
We are happy to make time for tourists who are visiting Malta for a 
short time as well as for tour groups.    
We are serving Jesus on this crossroads island with our congregation in 
Valletta.    
Our minister goes regularly over to Gozo offering pastoral visits.   
With members and guests from all different continents and 
the wide range of Christian denominations, we are a truly international 
and inter-denominational church.   
The parent churches of this Local Ecumenical Partnership (LEP) are the 
Church of Scotland and the Methodist Church.    
We worship in the Reformed Christian tradition, which will be familiar 
to visitors from most church backgrounds. It is usually followed by a 
time for fellowship with refreshments served. All services are held in 
English.   
Saint Andrew’s sees its work among the poor and marginalized as a 
vital part of our ministry. We are active in our missions on a national 
and international level.  
 
About us  
The first building on the site of "Wisely House" was a Methodist Church 
dating back to 1824. This was the first non-Roman Catholic place of 
worship on the Island and did not really resemble a church as at the 
time only Roman Catholic Church Buildings were allowed to be 
erected.  
The building later transferred to the Church of Scotland when the 
Methodists moved to Floriana. This just shows that these two 
mainstream Reformed Christian churches have a real shared history in 
Malta.   
 
Continued… 
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St Andrew’s Malta  - Part 1 
 
Our current building was completed in 1857 for the "Free Church of 
Scotland." It has been modified over years retaining its historical 
character.     
In the 1970’s the Methodist Church was forced to vacate their premises 
and the two congregations joined together to become one church 
sharing not just the building but their ministers and the life and worship 
of a single united church. St Andrew’s has its own unique constitution 
which reflects this.    
As LEP we are part of the Church of Scotland’s International 
Presbytery and of the South East District of the Methodist Church.   
www.internationalpresbytery.net   
Submitted by Jim Jack 
(Part 2 will be published in the next edition of the Link)  
 
Some photos of the church: (Please check our FB page for the full photo 
gallery). 

   

  
 

 

https://internationalpresbytery.net/
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

  Interim Moderator: - Rev Nelu Balaj  Church Office  01506 650517 

Locum:- Mr David Wilkie Mobile 0757 8006922 

Session Clerks: - Mr John Wood sessionclerk@bathgatehigh.com 

                                  Mr Ian McLean                         ,, 

                                  Mrs Liz Orr                                ,, 

Church Officer: - Mrs Jean Logie,  Mobile 07710 057034 

 All other office bearers/ head of groups contact via Church Office  

Phone 01506 650517 Email: - info@bathgatehigh.com 

Treasurer: - Mr Ian McLean 

Clerk to the Board: - Mrs Brenda Kilpatrick 

Property Convenor: - Mr Dave Robertson 

Sunday School and Creche: - Mrs Carolyn McCusker 

Safeguarding Officer: - Mrs Carolyn McCusker 

Boys Brigade: - Mr Graeme Robertson 

Guild:- Mrs Agnes Ferris 

Data Protection Officer:- Mrs Adele Gill 

Roll Convener:- Mrs Janette Peel 

WFO Convener:- Mrs Anne Graham 

Musical Director:- Ms Alison Paul 

Pre-School:- Mrs Karen Redmond 

Flower Convener:- Miss Beth Anderson 

Pastoral Care Team:- Miss Bessie Stein 

Country Dancing:- Mrs Agnes Ferris 

Food Bank:- Mrs Christine Robertson 

Friday Club:- Mrs Christine Robertson 

The Church Office is open Monday to Friday 10am-12noon. 

Bathgate High Parish Church, Gideon Street, Bathgate EH484HB. 

mailto:sessionclerk@bathgatehigh.com
mailto:info@bathgatehigh.com

